Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (N-C) = 0.011 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.117; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.5.
The title compound, [Sn 2 (CH 3 O) 2 Cl 6 (C 3 H 7 NO) 2 ], contains two hexacoordinated Sn IV atoms symmetrically bridged by two deprotonated methanol ligands, with an inversion center in the middle of the planar Sn 2 O 2 ring. The other sites of the distorted octahedral coordination geometry of the Sn IV atom are occupied by three Cl atoms and one O atom from a dimethylformamide molecule. The complex molecules are connected by weak C-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds into a twodimensional supramolecular network parallel to (101).
Related literature
For related tin(IV) compounds, see: Mao & You (1990) ; Reuter & Schrö der (1992) .
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Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) and X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Di--methanolato-4 O:O-bis[trichlorido(dimethylformamide-O)tin(IV)]
Q. Zhang, H. Yin and D. Wang Table 1) . Each Sn IV atom is hexacoordinated with two methoxo anions, three Cl anions and one dimethylformamide molecule in a distorted octahedral geometry.
As is indicated from Fig. 2 and Table 2 , the intramolecular interactions, C1-H1C···Cl3, strengthen the dimeric unit and the intermolecular ones, C3-H3A···Cl3 ii and C4-H4B···Cl1 iii [symmetry codes: (ii) x+1/2, -y+1/2, z+1/2; (iii) -x+3/2, y+1/2, -z+1/2], give rise to a two-dimensional polymer-like supramolecular network.
Experimental
Stannic chloride hydrate (0.4 mmol, 0.14 g) was dissolved in methanol (20 ml) and dimethylformamide (5 ml) was added with stirring at room temperature. The mixture was allowed to react for 6 h and was then filtered. Colorless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of methanol over a period of two weeks (yield: 60%). Analysis, 
